


L I Iy 's orphanage was desperate. She had a serious
heart disease, so complex that no hospitals in her city
could treat it. They contacted us, asking if we could
do something — anything. Lily arrived at New Day on
June 24, 2011. Her fingers and toes were cyanotic (blue
from lack of oxygen) and her oxygen was in the low
70s.

The list of Lily’s heart defects was scary. We took her
information to the cardiac hospitals we work with, and
further tests determined that surgery would be possible.

Lily never seemed to be without a cough, so it wasn’t
until January 11, 2012 that she went in for surgery.
There were many risks, the doctors told us. This surgery
was difficult and might take a long time, despite the
fact that the top surgeon was going to be performing it.

Three and a half hours after Lily went into surgery, the
surgeon wanted to talk with us.

It was done. Lily was out of surgery. In the words of
one of the surgeons, Lily had “A perfect operation!” The
doctors couldn’t stop smiling, nor could we. The next

day Lily was taken off of the ventilator. She returned
home on January 20th, just in time to celebrate Chinese
New Year.
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