


With every day that passed 

Joseph’s chance of 
survival grew smaller. But 
we didn’t know this.

We had just brought in      
Joseph, who supposedly 
had a light heart condition. 
When our doctor checked 
him she looked grave. “He 
is much more serious than 
we thought.”

Joseph was struggling with a severe case of pneumonia    
when he arrived, so we took him to the hospital the 
next day. The doctors told us that with his severe heart      
condition (TGA) it was “a miracle” he was still alive. 
Without immediate care and surgery, Joseph would not 
make it.

Unfortunately, the national holiday was just beginning. 
It would be a week until the top surgeons could operate 
on Joseph, and he needed the best. Our only hope was 
that Joseph would survive the holiday until surgery 
could happen.

Joseph made it through the week. He was scheduled for 
one of the first surgeries after the holiday and went into 
surgery first thing Monday morning. Joseph’s four hour 
complex surgery seemed successful, but not long after we 
returned from the hospital, we received a call. Joseph’s  
oxygen and heart rate were dropping rapidly. The surgeons  
didn’t wait until we had arrived before they took him 
back into surgery. This alone was a life-saving decision.

Joseph’s shunt had become blocked and he essentially 
needed to have his surgery re-done. Another four hours 
later, Joseph was out of surgery and stable in ICU.

Two weeks later he was ready for his second surgery. 
This time the surgeons would be exchanging the main 
arteries. The complex surgery was successful.

Already Joseph’s story was miraculous. When we heard 
for the first time how serious his case was, we were a bit 
nervous… we were anticipating an easy case. But now 
we know that if he had not come to New Day when he 
did, he would not have survived.

Lily’s orphanage was desperate. She had a serious 
heart disease, so complex that no hospitals in her city 
could treat it. They contacted us, asking if we could 
do something – anything. Lily arrived at New Day on 
June 24, 2011. Her fingers and toes were cyanotic (blue 
from lack of oxygen) and her oxygen was in the low 
70s.

The list of Lily’s heart defects was scary. We took her 
information to the cardiac hospitals we work with, and 
further tests determined that surgery would be possible.

Lily never seemed to be without a cough, so it wasn’t 
until January 11, 2012 that she went in for surgery. 
There were many risks, the doctors told us. This surgery 
was difficult and might take a long time, despite the 
fact that the top surgeon was going to be performing it.

Three and a half hours after Lily went into surgery, the 
surgeon wanted to talk with us.

It was done. Lily was out of surgery. In the words of 
one of the surgeons, Lily had “A perfect operation!” The 
doctors couldn’t stop smiling, nor could we. The next 
day Lily was taken off of the ventilator. She returned 
home on January 20th, just in time to celebrate Chinese 
New Year.
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Abandoned on her fourth birthday, just two months 
before she arrived at NDFH, we knew that there were 
deep, fresh scars on Wendy’s heart. We discovered that 
Wendy had a very severe heart condition: TGA, ASD, 
VSD and dangerously high pulmonary hypertension. 
Because of her age, Wendy was at high risk for sudden 
death after surgery. But without surgery Wendy had no 
chance of survival.

We saw daily changes in Wendy. She learned how 
to smile, how to laugh and how to trust us. Medically 
she was weakening, but emotionally she was gaining 
strength. Sad and scared were slowly being replaced 
by bright and happy.

December 16, 2011, Wendy had heart surgery. It took 
six and a half hours and was a success. The surgeon, 
the top surgeon of that hospital, was able to do a            
complete repair. But Wendy’s pulmonary hypertension 
was still very high. At any moment we knew that she 
could go into heart failure, so we braced ourselves for 
a long and scary recovery.

The next day Wendy was taken off of the ventilator. Two 
days later she was transferred out of ICU and ten days 
after surgery Wendy was released from the hospital.  
Wendy’s risk of heart failure was still very high, so we 
kept her in medical isolation for a few weeks to monitor 
her recovery. Now she runs and happily plays with all 
of the other children. Wendy has gained strength, and 
there’s a new spark in her eyes now. It’s the spark of a 
life reborn.

It only took one look 

at Wendy 
for us to realize that 
this little girl was a 
much more serious 
case than we had  
anticipated. On top 
of having a very sick 
heart, Wendy also had 
a very broken heart.
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